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ADVERTISEMENT, 


mon, has any thing to recommend it to the world 
| ES, but the important truths it contains, the plain manner in 


| THE cuter is not ſo vain as to ſuppoſe that this ſer- 


| which they are handled, and the good intention of the : 

I 5 | preacher. He is aware, that many will condemn it, be- 

| 8 cauſe it is chiefly political, He thinks it unneceſſary to 

| | make any a apology to Juch gentlemen i, they don „„ 72 

lf it, they may leave it. It was his deſign to ſpeak on this e 
| | Alices and being unwilling either to offend or diſe . 

| = point any that choſe to attend, he gave public notice of it the 

i Sabbath-aay before.---When he ſludied and delivered this 

| ES diſcourſe, he had not the moſt diſtant thoughts of publiſh. ; 
lil ing it. The ſubject, and the method in which it was 5 
| * treated made a great ſtir in the city Some few found | 


EE; fault, and others either thro) deſign, or ignorance, miſ-— 
1 repreſented the whole. However, when ſeveral of his 
Þ friends who were preſent, expreſſed their approbation, and 
l regueſted him to publiſh it; he thought proper, to pleaſe. 
then, expoſe thoſe that had miſrepreſented it, and caution. 


1 all againſt hypocriſy, to print it. And now he leaves it to 
EE the , 7 the ee public and the ""_ ng of 
Cod. - | 
| GLAN-Y-TAR, | 
| March 23, 1781. * 
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N 1 Kmes, xxi, 9, 10. 


— Proclaim a faſt, and ſet Naboth on n among 
the people: and ſet two men, ſons of Belial, before him, 
to bear witneſs againſt him, ſaying, Thou didft blaſ- 
pheme God and the king: then carry bin out, and tone | 
Him that he may die. | 


"TOS Nr was the coretouſnch of Ahab that laid the 
: iy foundation for, and haſtened the ruin of him- 
{2 I! ſelf and all his family. This wicked king, 

was not contented with the portion which 

God | bad given him in his providence, but wiſhed to de- 
prive one of his faithful ſubjects of a part of his paternal _ 
Inheritance. It muſt be owned, that his propoſal at 
the firſt view of it appears very fair; but nevertheleſs, 
it was contrary to the expreſs command of God*. And 
therefore Naboth could not comply. This reſpect 
for the law of God in the ſubject, greatly diſpleaſed the 
Sovereign. He retired to his palace, laid him down on 
his bed, turned away his face, and would eat no bread t. 


* Lev. 25, 23, 28, n with Numb. 36, 5. 7. 
4% 2. 3. 1 . 4. 
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Upon this the Queen came into the royal apartments, 
and enquired into the cauſe of the king's diſtreſs ? His 
majeſty informed her in the moſt pathetic manner*, She 
immediately began to comfort him with the ideas of 
kingly power, and we may alſo ſuppoſe, of the divine . 
right of princes; and exhorted him to ariſe, eat bread 
and let his heart be merry: that ſhe would give him the 
vineyard of Naboth the Fezreelitex. This, it is true, 
Was talking big, as crowned heads were wont to do for- 
merly: but at the ſame time we are bound to ſay, if we 
ſpeak the truth on this occaſion, that it was a plain 
proof of her folly, injuftice, arbitrary diſpoſition, want of | 
regard for the law of God and the right of the ſubject. For 
all here preſent this evening, have as much right to diſ- 8 
poſe of the lands, lives and all the property of their neigh- 
bours-—as ſhe had to do this. It is true, ſhe had the 
will and power to do it, which you have not. If we 
: may judge of the thoughts of princes by their conduct, 5 
1 it ſeems, that they deemed every thing lawful Which 
they XSuld effect, in that age. As the Queen had pro- 


miſed to give the vineyard of Naboth to the king, ſhe 


was determined to make her word good; and therefore 
laid a ſure plan to effect it. Agreeable to this plan, 
foe wrote letters in Abab's name, and ſealed them with. 
his ſeal, and ſent them unto the elders, and to the nobles 
that were in his city dwelling with Nabotht. This 
Queen's conduct, may ſerve to put us in mind of the 
papiſtical Queen of Charles the Firſt, She thought pro- 
per upon the old plan of royal power, to give orders to 
put the {rib Proteſtants to death. This ſhe did in her 
huſband's name, and ſealed them with his ſeal. No 


doubt, but ſhe had the good of the church in view through- 
out the whole, 


* ** V. 55 6. | 1 *. 7a 85 Ve:$; 
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This chapter, don't furniſh us with the names of the 


nobles that were ordered to enforce the royal pleaſure 
againſt Naboth ; but it is very evident, from their con- 
duct, that. they were the N--ths, S-ndw-ches, Ger- 
m-nes, H-Iſb-ghs and St-rm--nts of that day, 


The contents of the letters ſent to thoſe noblemen, 
you have in the words firſt read, -=-Proclaim a fat, and 
ſet Naboth on high among the people: and ſet two men, ſons 
F Belial, before him to bear witneſs againſt him, ſaying, 


1 01. didſi blaſpheme God and the king : and then carry 
him out, and ſtone him that he may die. Such were the 
royal commands of Jezebel ;---and ſuch was the com- 
plying temper of the iniſtry, that they ſoon put them 
in execution. It ſeems that the court then, was as | 
fond of the curſed doctrine of paſſi rve obedience and non- 
reſiſtance, as any of the oppoſers of the GLORIOUS 
REVOLUTION, and the acceſſion of the BRUNS- 
WICK FAMILY to the throne of Great Britain, 
have been ſince; and the friends of the Pretender ſtill 
l | his ne is not the better for being old ;--- 
for by holding it, the throne of Ahab formerly 430 of ©. 
the Stuarts ſince, was overturned. But then, tho” 
crowned heads formerly held this /illy doctrine, yet, it 
would be very unfair to infer from thence that kings 1 
this enlightened age are fond of it. Vou know, that 
my text leads me to ſpeak of things done near three 


thouſand years ago. 

We ſhall now attend to the words of the text, in the 
order that they {tand before us, and the conſequences 
of complying with the Ar commands of N 
herein. 

—-Proclaim a faſt,---It is worthy of obſervation, 

that 


i 


5 „ 
that Faſting, when done voluntarily ſuppoſes, a deep 
ſenſe of fin, And if we telieve people to be in earneſt 
when they fait, we take the reſt for granted. Their 
abſlaining from food, &c. is a tacit acknowledgment, 
that by their ſins, they have forfeited all their right to 
the common comſorts of life. And ſure enough, it is 
an important truth. A truth, which if it was more 
ümpreſſed on our minds, under divine influenec, would 
always tend to keep us humble before the Lord; and 
make us thankful for his mercies of every kind, how- 
ever ſmall our portion of them might be, in compariſon 
of that enjoyed by ſome of our fellow - creatures, who are 
equally ſinful with ourſelves, And it would always 
Prevent our repining againſt God in any of our trou- 
bles. | 
The very act of Faſting voluntarily, ſuppoſes, that the - 
fa ers are anxious for the interpoſition of Heaven on 
their behalf; and the manifeſtation of God's forgiv- | 
ing love to them, If it were not fo, faſting would be 
painful in itſelf, without the leaſt proſpect of gain. ER 
This ſurely, would be very unreaſonable ; for the hu- 
man race have afflictions and troubles enough from other 
quarters, without becoming their own formentors. Be- 
tides, it can't reaſonably be ſuppoſed, that to their 
fafts, they would add prayer; unleſs, they were defi- 
rous that the Lord would appear for them. Hear what 
the King of Nineveb ſays upon this ſubject, Let nei- 
ther man nor beaft taſte any thing; let them not feed, nor 
drink water, but let man and beaſt be covered with ſack- 
cloth, and cry mightily unto Gad. I bo can tell if God 
will turn and repent, and turn away from his fierce anger, 
that we vw not t EE. 
: To _ 


* Pun. 1035 15, 8, 14. | F Jonah, 3, 1-9 


( 980 
To this we may add, that faſting, when done ſin- 
cerely ſuppoſes, a firm reſolut ion to reform that which 
was amiſs in the conduct before. Without this, faſting 
would be an act of ſolemn mockery! And therefore in- 


ſtead of doing any good, either to the ſoul or the body, 
would haſten the eternal ruin of both; as is evident 


from the caſe of Ahab*, When the king of Nineveh 


proclaimed a faſt, he was bent on the reformation of 


that which was amiſs in his court, as well as in the 


reſt of his dominions. Therefore he had the following 
_ clauſe inſerted in the royal proclamation, Wet them turn 
every one from his evil way, and from the violence that is in 
their hands, The ſcriptures do not inform us whether 
there was a change in the miniſtry at Nineveh after this 
faſt, or not; but there can be no great doubt of it, 
from the words of the proclamation, if oy: did not re- 


- frm. 


If a proper view has been given of faſting i in general, 
we may preſume from this account to judge of the ſin- 
cerity, or inſincerity of the 6 faſters in this kingdom on 
the day paſt. If from the kiphelt'to the loweſt, an uni- 
verſal reformation ſhould take place; if men in power 
| ceaſe to oppreſs, debauch and ruin the innocent; and 
thoſe under them in office, with the reſt of the ſubjects | 
at large, learn to do unto others, as they would wiſh others 
to do unto them, in ſimilar circumſtances :---then we 
may ſay, that it was a fcere faſt indeed. And as ſuch, 
acceptable in the ſight of God thro* Feſus Chrijt, But 
on the contrary, if high and low continue to ſwear, take 
the name of God in vain, get drunk, break the Sabbath, op- 
preſs one another and encourage every ſpecies of wicked- 


B | | N fs : 


ii ener, 12 
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moſs :- then we may with the greateſt truth pronounce _ 
this faſt, an at of SOLEMN. MOCKERY ! And | 
therefore highly offenſive in the ſight of God, 


= 11 may not be i improper to obſerve here, that it was 
common for individ uals in ancient times to faſt on parti- 
_ cular occaſions, Thus we find that Cornelius being 
ſenſible of his own ignorance, and deſirous to be in- 
ſtittructed by the Lord in the way of duty, faſted and 
prayed in his houſe. And from what follows, we find 
that his conduct pleaſed the Lord *. 8. Paul writing 5 
to the Corinthians upon this ſubject ſays, Defraud you 
not one another, except it be with conſent for a time, that 
ye may give yourſelves to faſting and prayer z From 
theſe and ſuch like paſſages, we fee that it is not ww 
lawful, but uſeful to faſt under the New Teſtament. 


It bra hems, that a part of a nation faſted on TY 
account of ſome particular calamity, that either hal 
befallen them, or that they feared would befall them.--- _ 
It is very likely that the faſt mentioned in the text was 
one of this fort ; for we don't find that it was obſerved 

in any part of the Empire, but, in the city where Naboth 
lived, Tho” it is my intention by no means to cri- 
ticiſe upon the text, yet I think it neceſſary to obſerve, 
that ſome chuſe to render this part of it thus,---Call an 


A embly, and among other conſiderations, aſſign this 
for ſo doing, viz. Becauſe they could fee no reaſon 


to ſuppoſe that Jezebel was fond of faſting. » But theſe | 
Gentlemen, ſeem to have forgotten, that it was only 
an hypocritical faſt : and conſequently that there is no 
occaſion to ſuppoſe, ſhe was fond of faſting herſelf ; but 
only, that ſhe was fond of Naboth's vineyard, and de- 
- termine to ſecure it for a garden of herbs to the king 1. 
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bh here are likewite many e on recor d of W hole 1 
nations faſting at once. This has often been the caſe 


10 England ; ind the Day which is now paſt, you all 
Eknqw, was ſet apart by our AUGUST SOVEREIGN 
for the purpoſe of faſting and prayer. The moſt reve- 
rend the Archbiſhops, and the right reverend the Ei- 
ſhops, were commanded by the king to compoſe a form 
bol prayer ſuitable to che occaſion. This was done, and 
every pariſh in this city had eighteen penny-worth of 
5 Prayers, including the royal proclamation, to aſſiſt them 
5 in their devotion, and to aſk of God ſuch bleſſings as 
ate ſuited to the caſe of the nation at large. "However: ; 
the care of the King and the piety of the Biſhops could 
not prevent ſome ill natured perſons to inſinuate, that 
as the right reverend Fathers in God had by their ſermons, 
Kc. encouraged this American war,---It was the leaſt 
thing they could have done, to compoſe a for mM of prayer 
for the faſt day, and diſtribute it gratis threu ghout the 
f kingdom, by way of atonement for the Kine 
into which the nation is brought by their advice; - 
That if they did not like this way, they might ha 
ſold them for half the money, and got handſomely by the 
ſale too.-And if they were obliged to ſhew the great pains, 
trouble and expence this compolition had put them to, 
as well as its intrinſick value, by the high price of it; yet, 
when their dignity and piety had been ſufficiently eſta- 
bliſhed, by the excellency, great price and rapid ſale 


of the prayer; they might have given the profits 


ol it towards ſupporting the poor that are out of 
work inconſequence of this war,---or ſome other lau- 
dable purpoſe :----remembering that it is more bleſ- 
| ſed to give than to receive*, But then, think you my 
friends, that it is reaſonable for the laity, to dictate to 


B. a2 3 the: 
* AQs 20, 35, 


— — 


C2215 3: 
- the clergy ! Do you not ſee the preſumption of ſecular 
men in attempting to cenſure the Guides of their louls ? 


Nay, is 1t not impious in them to do it? 


To what has been already advanced 1 we may add, that = 
ſometimes the higher powers have proclaimed a faſt 


merely to give the colour of religion, to their wicked 


\ purpoſes, T his was the caſe of Jezebel, ſhe did not 
think fit to call in the help of the military power to rid 


her of her enemy; but choſe rather to give all the 


roy al proceedings an air of religion. The Jews: in this 
reſpect followed her example in after ages, for the Pro- 
phet addreſſing them on this ſubject, cries out, Behold 
Je faſt for firife and devate, and to ſmite with the fiſt of 
_ wickedneſs* ;---And there can be no great doubt, but 
this has been the caſe in ſome popiſh reigns in England, -- ares 
It is not unlikely alſo, but in this cenſorious age, 
many. will be wicked enough to add, and ſince,  How- 
ever, it ſhould be a that God deteſts all hby- 
pocritical faſts, as we ſhall ſoon 7% 


And ſet Naboth on high among the bub ral, ©, as if 
| Jezebel had faid, give him place according to his illuſ- 

trious birth in your aſſembly. Let not the leaſt reaſon 
be given him to ſuſpe& your deſign, leſt he ſhould be 


_ abſent on the appointed day; and you my worthy | 


Lords be put to the unneceſſary pain and trouble of uſing 
coercive meaſures to bring him there. This might 
alarm the nation, and cauſe thoſe republicans, who ſtile 
chemſelves patriots and friends of civil liberty to take the 
part of this fubborn ſubject; and thereby render our 
royal purpoſe abortive, Or rather, the ſenſe of the 
queen may be, bring Naboth to the bar of your aſſem- 
bly, Let it be ſeen by your firm and ſtedfaſt conduct 
from che firſt moment the faſt is over, that by the ſpe- 


cial 
* Ifai, 58, 4. 


5 
cial favor and extraordinary condeſcenſion of Heaven 
towards you this day, in anſwer to your fervent prayers 
- you have diſcovered that Naboth the Fezree.ite is 
guilty of the higheſt crimes that any mortal can com- 
mit. Let all the aſſembly ſee that he is a perſon de- 
voted to deſtruction. That you are determined to pu- 
niſh fin where-ever you find it; and thus ſhew that your 
royal maſter has nothing ſo much in view as a general 
reformation, That the moſt honorable the privy-coun- 
Eil, and all his majeſty s miniſters of ſtate will ſtand by, 
| countenance and ſupport all who chuſe to accuſe him 
of high-treaſon. Let your words in private, and con- 
duct and looks in public ſhew to all who are inclined 
to appear againſt him on this occaſion, that they do 
the mer te ſervice to their Sovereign Lord the 
king. Give them every poſſible aſfurance, that you 
will not on any conſideration puniſh his accuſers for 
peſjury. Thus then you ſee, that the queen was not 
ignorant of the laws of the land ſhe lived in. Her pre- 
caution was very neceſſary, for thus it 1s written in the 
law of God,--- And behold, if the witneſs be a falſe wit- 
meſs, and hath teſti fed faſly againſt his brother then 
Dall ye do unto him, as he thought to have done unto his 
by other * :--- However, as the queen was determined to 


put the finiſhing ſtroke to Naboth's affair as ſoon as poſ- 


ſible, ſhe did not chuſe to reſt upon uncertainties, about 
the evidence that might be wanted againſt him. She knew 
very well that her beloved ſervants in the miniſtry, were 
men on whom ſhe might rely for the performance of 
any wicked action within the compaſs of their abilities, 


having long ago like their maſter ſold themſelves to work | 


7n:quity+ : but then, ſhe could not be ſure of any more 
in this faſting aſſembly, Therefore ſhe thought proper 


Deut. 19, 18, 19. Tu. 25. 
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to add in the royal inſtructions againſt Naboth,---and 
ſet two men, ſons of Belial before him, to bear witneſs 
againſt him, It ought to be remembered here, that the 
queen in all her meaſures was determined to maintain the 
appearance of equity. The law of God ſays, At the 
mouth of to- or three witneſſes, ſhall he that is worthy 

of death, be put to death; but at the mouth of one Wit- 
' neſs, he ſhall not be put to death w. Therefore Jezebel 
having her eye on this command, ordered them to pro- 
vide two men before hand, that would be willing to ſerve 
their king at any rate. In this ſhe was determined to 
make ſure work of it, leſt there could not be found in 
the whole aſſembly any that would be dutiful enough 
to do it. However, tho' the queen was careful to 
maintain the appearance of juſtice throughout all her 
proceedings; yet, you may be aſſured, that ſhe did not 
forget her own concerns in this critical moment. The 
two men that ſhe commanded her tru/ty Lords to ſet be- 
fore Naboth, were two ſons of Belial ; i. e. in plain 
language, the moſt worthleſs, e and hardened 
wretches, that they could find in any part of the king- 
dom for money-— Such as would not ſcruple to ſwear 
according to the private directions, which they ſhould 
receive from the ſervants of the crown. And thereby 
at once ſecure both honor and triumph to their infernal 
Father, and their neighbour 8 vineyard to their Sovereign 
Lord the King. 


Jezebel did all th her power to give the evidence of 
theſe ſons of Belial, the appearance of truth. She or- 
dered them to be placed before him, and to bear witneſs 
publicly againſt him in the preſence of all the peoplet. It 


8 


* Deut, 7, 6. Numb, 35, 30, + ay 13. | 


is often taken for granted, when a man gives evidence 
againſt his neighbour in a public manner, aſſerting all 
that he has to ſay of him before his face; that it muſt 


be all truth, However, the caſe of Naboth ſhould 
make us careful, that we take nothing for granted, 


which requires proof; eſpecially, when the life, or even 
the property of a fellow creature is concerned, Fooliſh 


credulity, has been the cauſe of great Aenne in 
tae World! # 


We come now to eiter the Wilde which theſe 


ſons of Belial were directed to give. The text informs 


us, that they were - bear witneſs againſt him, 


fey: Ig thou diaſe blaſpheme Ged and the Ring: There : 


can be no great doubt, but half the charge before us 


was enough to ſend any man out of the world; ;---eſpe- 
cially, in ſuch a pious reign as this 11 It is notorious, 


that in the moſt barbarous reigns recorded in the annals 
of this kingdom; when hereticks were committed to 
: the flames in every corner of the Iſland, the greateſt pre- 
| tenſions were made to religion. The crown always 
took care to bring a long charge againſt them, conſiſt- 
ing of all the important articles that the clergy, who 
then guided the conſcience of the ſove ereign, could rake 


and ſcrape together. And they never failed to garniſi 
the whole over with the NAME of God and the king. 


In this particular, Jezebel was not a whit behind the 
moſt hypacritical roman catholic, that ever diſgraced hu- 
man nature, The firſt part of the charge againſt Na- 
both was, that he had Beben Ged,---for whcih he 


was to ſuffer death according to the law. The com- 


mand concerning blaſphemy runs thus,---- He that 


2 — the Name of the Lora, he — ſurely be put 


10 
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fo death, and all the congregation ſhall certainly fine Nas; : 
---By having the ſons of Belial in readineſs to ſupport 


this part of the indictment ; the queen got rid of one of 


the greateſt enemies, to the courtly doctrine of paſſive- 
obedience and non-refiſtance. And by having the ſecond 
part of the charge ſupported, viz, that he had alſo blaſ- 
phemed the king ; ſhe ſecured the vineyard and all my Lord 


Naboth's eſtate to the king. If this charge had been 


true, he was certainly guilty of. high treaſon; and in 
that caſe all his eſtate of courſe became the property 


of the crown for ever. The king it ſeems had ſet his 
heart upon it, and conſequently nothing ſhort of it could. i 
make him 8 | 


Jezebel did 1 her miniſters to delay this mat- 


5 ter, but as ſoon as the ſons of Belial had delivered in 


their evidence, commanded them to- carry him out and fone 


Him that he might die. It is proper to remark here, that in or- 
dering him to be carried out of the holy place, where they 
had been faſting, the queen dene an outward reſpect 

for the commandment of God. Thus it is written in the 
law, Bring forth him that hath curſed without the camp. 
and let all the congregation one himt. Therefore to 

keep up a ſhew of religion, ſhe would not have the holy 8 
place polluted with the blood of this republican. And no 
doubt but the court party applauded her piety on this oc- 5 


caſion. 


It is high time to ſay ſomething of the cruelty of the 


queen. She neither inſiſted on the witneſſes proving 


the charge againſt him, by pointing out the time and 


place as the crown always ſhould do out of regard for 


Juſtice and hum nity, Then the priſoner is not allowed 
= a counſcl L 


* Lev. 24, 16, F ere $4s The © 


(--3F 3 
1 counſel to plead for him ;---nor ſuffered Naboth to 
ſpeak for himſelf, Her royal pleaſure was, as ſoon as 
the evidence had been delivered againſt him, that he 


| ſhould tort, uwith be carried cut, and toned that he might 
die. | | 


* Jerebel diſcovered her bloody diſpoſition, by com- 
* manding an innocent ſubject to be put to death. She 
very well knew him to have bee: an honeſt man; and 
found it necefiary in order to bring matters to bear, to 
entruſt the ſecret of his innocence with her miniſters. 
| * This was a dangerous experiment For if there a | 
been but one honeſt. man in the MINISTRY, 
might have ſhook the THRONE to its very RY 
tion. However, the queen either had ſubſtantial rea- 
| ſons to believe, that all his majeſty's miniſters would 
gladly obey the royal mandate, in hopes to be remem- 
bered and rewarded with ſome ne- cures, the ſirſt op- 
portunity that offered ;---or elſe was ſo far bent on the 
; death of Naboth, that ſhe did not conſider how dange- 
rous it might prove to the crown, Her orders to the 5 
elders and nobles were, and then carry him ent, aud 5 
ftw ham #0 bg may die. 


5 But a proves this execrable queen to have been the 
vileſt of women is, her conduct towards the ſons of Ma- 
both, againſt whom no charge was brought. That 
they were put to death on this occaſion, may be gather- 
ed from theſe words, Surely, I have ſeen yeſterday the 

blood of Naboth, and the blood of his fons, ſaid the Lord, 
and 1 will reguite thee in this plat faith the Lgrd* ry 
zebel knew that her conduct againft N aboth, would mot 


S L y 


* 11 Kiegs, 9, 26. (dp. 
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probably rouſe the friends of CIVIL LIBERTY, and 


therefore took care to provide for the worſt that might hap- 
pen ; either thro* a defection in the miniſtry, or the law- 


ful demands of the people on the behalf of the oppreſſed. : 
She thereſore had the father and the ſons put to death, and 
thereby ſecured the forfeited eſtate to the crown. The 
terrors of à guilty conleience, may help us to account 
5 for this piece of cruelty * *. 


| There as Sl PRE in the conduct of Ahab to- 


wards Naboth, that may ſerve to put us in mind of . 
1 9 our conduct towards the eee 


*. The King « of Icael wanted Naboth to part with 5 


i his birth -right, contrary to the expreſs command of God, : 


which runs thus, The land ſhall not be ſold for ever; for 


the land is mine +,---So did we want the Americans to 
give up the beſt part of their birth-right, I mean, civil li- 
| berty, when we endeavoured to tax them contrary to 


their charters, &c, &c. &c.---2, As Ahab pretended to 


be very fair and reaſonable in his propoſals, offering Na- 
both for his vineyard, one that was conſiderably better 3 
---and if that did not pleaſe him, to give him the full 


value of it in money tf. So did we pretend that it was 


1 reaſonable to tax the Americans, becauſe we had 


laid out ſo much money in protecting them. And many 


gave more credit to this, than they ever did to the goſ- 


pel of Chriſt; forgetting that the Americans did mare | 


than was expected from them in the laſt war. In the 
year 1754 they thought themſelves able effectually to re- 
ſiſt all the power of France; and laid a plan for that 
purpoſe, which they afterwards ſent over to England for 


75 E Prov. 38, 2 1 Lev. 25, 23. 1 Kings, 21. 2. 
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the approbation of Government, It was 5 rejected *. Their 
conduct gave ſo much ſatisfaction to the late EING, 
that he ſent a meſſage to the Houſe of Commons, re- 
queſting them to ** enable his Majeſty to give a proper 
- compenſation for the expences incurred by the reſpective 5 
provinces” in the laſt war 1. Agrceable to this the 
parliament of Great Britain voted the ſum of £235,719 
25. Iod. to be reimburſed to the Americans. This de- 
monſtrates the high opinion our late king had of his ſub- 
jects on the other ſide of the Atlantic. In ſhort, it is 
_ evident, that the very attempt to tax them ſince, was 

contrary to juſtice and found policy. It was contrary to 
juſtice, becauſe according to our excellent conſtitution, 
repreſentation in parliament is the foundation of tax- 
ation: but the Americans were not repreſented in our 
Parliament, and therefore could not be Hu taxed, It 
was alſo contrary to found policy, becauſe all their wealth 
in one way or other centered among us before. Could 
we expect more than their all ? No: Was it not impo- 
litical, contrary to the fundamental laws of our conſtitu- 
tution, to run the riſque of loling this part of the Em- 


8 N Piu, 


9 See the Rev. | Mr. Murray” 5 ; Hiſtory 0 of the Amer. v war. vol. I, 
5p. 48, $5, 56. „ 
+ The meſſage referred to abore, was tent to the Houſe of Com- 
mons, with the uſual preamble, on the 26th- of en 1 759, and is as 
follows, 5 | | 
„ GrokeE 8 His Majesty being ſenſible of the RY ED zeal 
and vigor, with which his faithful ſubjefts of NekTH AMERICA have 
_ exerted themſelves in defence of his Majeſty's juſt rights and poſ- 
ſeſſions, recommends it to this houſe to take the ſame into confi- 
deration, and enable his Majeſiy to give a proper compenſation for 
the expences incurred by the reſpeRive provinces in levying, cloathing 
and paying of the troops raiſed by the ſame, according as the active 
vigor and ſtrenuous efforts of the reſpective provinces ſhall appear to 
8 Lade — . 3 
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pire, by acts of oppreſſion? Every one that had his eyes 


open foreſaw the conſequences of this injnftice. And 
now they are actually come to paſs, We have put them 


to the neceſſity of becoming their own manufacturers, 


and thereby loſt the vait advantage which we enjoyed 


| fro: n their trade *.---3, As Ahab by a ſcheme of devilith 
pol icy, formed by his beloved Jezebel, had this inno- 


cent man declared a rebel, having blaſphemed God and the 
King; and had two men, ſons of Belial to ſupport this 


charge againſt him. So did we upon finding that the : 


Americans would not tamely give up their liberty, de- 


Clare them rebels. And the miniſtry to ſupport their old n 
| deſign- found 4 conſiderable majority of the S-ns of 


B-li-I in the late inglorious Houſe of Commons, to 


maintain the charge of rebellion brought againſt them. 


But then, that we may be able to form a proper judg- 


ment of the virtue, truth and juftice of the late Parlia- 
ment, it is neceſſary for us to recollect that in laſt 


April, they voted “ that the influence of the crown had 


increaſed, is increaſing, and ouzht to be diminiſhed.” But 
| when the Lovers of their King and country went about 
to remedy this evil, which had ſo juſſly alarmed the nati- 

on; they were oppoſed and prevented, by a great number 


of the ſame virtuous perſons who had paſſed that vote, but 


a few days before, There can be no great wonder that : 
i thoſe gentry. who durſt act ſo wickedly when they were 


on the point of returning home, to give an account of 
their conduct to their conſtituents, ſhould, when the 


day of reckoning was diſtant from their view, declare 


the Americans REBELS.---4. As the eye of Ahab 


thro all the proceedings of his queen againſt Naboth, 
„ . was 


See the Rev, Mr, n 8 Hit, of the Amer, war, vol. 1, _ 


v- 2 n(IVs 
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Was upon the vineyard, and the quiet enjoyment of it 
without fee or reward; and therefore ſuffered the father 
and his ſons to be put to death. So ever ſince the Ame- 
ricans were declared rebels, our eyes have been ſteadfaſtly 
fixed on the enjoyment of their tes; and therefore 
we have done all in our power to deſtroy them, by Ailling, 
ſcalping and flarving the inhabitants. It is remarkable, 
that one who very ſtrenuouſly oppoſed the American 
war in the Houſe of Lords; has ſince fought againſt 
them with all his might. What could have induced 
his Lordſhip to act ſo contrary to his profeſſed 
principles of LIBERTY, unleſs, it was the proſpect of 
poſſeſſing @ large eſtate in America, can be known only : 


5 5 to God and himſelf. 


e are e other particulars i in the conduct of the count 
of Samaria towards, and its ſucceſs againſt Naboth, f 8 

5 which differ conſiderably from our conduct towards, and . 
ſucceſs againſt the Americans, . 


4; Al minificts ethane a fa aft before Naboth 


was declared a rebel ; and had but one faſt on the occa- 


ſion. But our virtuous miniſtry diſdained to faſt, till 


they found by wretched experience that Heaven and 


earth were fighting againſt them. Since that time we 


have had five ffs in all, The ſenſe of our prayers on 
theſe occaſions, as far as they reſpected our brethren in 
the New World, may perhaps be given in theſe words, --- 
O Lord kill the Americans, or elſe they will kill us 

for our cruelty towards them.” But of late we have 

drawn ſeveral powers in Europe about our heads, and 
therefore the form of our prayers muſt be ſome what al- 
tered. 


2. It 


( 22 ) 


2. It was Ahab's abandoned queen, that laid this hel- 


liſh ſcheme to take away the life of Naboth.---But our 


moſt AMIABLE QUEEN had no hand either in laying the 
plan, or encouraging the war againſt America, It was 
both planned and put into execution by the miniſtry, 
And they have ruined thouſands of families, if not che | 
: whole Empire, by it. 


55 Ahab, for aught appears to the contrary from 
ſcripture, was ſucceſsful in every part of his wicked pur- 
poſe; and finiſhed the whole of it in one day, without 
any expence to the nation. No doubt however, but 

many fhehkels were paid out ef the privy purſe, and di- 
vided between the miniſtry, and the ſons of Belial whom 
they had procured to ſwear Naboth's life away. But, 

our miniſtry have been employing all the force they 
could, both by ſea and land to kill the Americans for 
ſeveral years, with but little ſucceſs. And by their miſ- 
management and obſtinacy have added many millions to 
the national debt, and diſgraced the Engliſh name. But 
theſe things we have reaſon to Tour,” are the beginning of 

 forrows. 8 


4. Ahab got . of the 8 of his dee *. But 5 
8 we are fo far from getting poſſeſſion of the object of our 
wiſhes, that there is Jeſs likelihood of it now than there 
was ſix years 2g0 f. And yet we talk as laviſhly, and live as 
luxuriouſly 


9 
v. 19. 


| + The author does net — to foretell future events, but only | 


to ſtate facts that are notorious to the public. It is well known that 


in the Vear 1778, the Ear! of Carlifle, Mr. Eden and Governor 
Fohnflone, went over as our commiſſioners to the Congreſs, and offered 


them far better terms than they had ever aſked of the fone Parlia- 
ment 
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{uxuriouſly as if we were at peace with all the world. 0 
how deluded !---But to return: You will find by look- 


ing at the verſes following the text, that the miniſtry 


complied with the queen's requeſt in every particular; $ 
and when they had cauſed Naboth to be ſtoned agree- 
able to the royal command, ſent her word of his death *. 
It ſeems that Jezebel had too much policy to appear pub- 


licly in this affair; and by that kept a hole for herſelf to 
creep out, in caſe of an attack. Queen Elizabeth fol- 
lowed her example in this, when ſhe ordered the fair 
queen of the Scots to be beheaded, And this act of 
cruelty and wicked policy will leave an indelible Rain 


on her e to the lateſt poſterity. 


: The confeauences of this 3 faſt were theſe, 


1. Ahab diſpleaſed the Lord by it.---Thus ſaith the 
Lord, Haſt thou killed, and alſo taken poſſeſſion ?---In the 
p place where dogs licked the blood of Nabeth + Pole ax. lick 
thy bload, even thinet. 5 | 


. 2. He - height ruin upon himſelf and all his family. | 


Beholu, I will bring evil upon thee, and wil take away thy 
orga of Jezebel alſo me the Lora, Saying, 


The 
ment in any of their petitions, before the beginning of the wor: ind 
yet, their prayers then were rejected with ſcorn T. This will ſtand 


to all generations an EKVERLASTING MONUMENT of the 5% and 
 meanneſs of our miniſtry, About that time, and fince, ſeveral Euro- 


pean powers declared for the United States of America. Bur whether 


things in the end terminate for, or againſt them, theſe conficerations 5 


| ſufficiently juſtify what has been advanced above. 


T See tie Rev. Mr, Murray? 8 Hit: of the Amer. war, vol. : 25 
p. . | | | 
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The args fall eat Texebel by the wall of Fexreel. Him 
hat dieth of Ahab in the city, the dogs ſball eat: and him 
| that dieth in the field, ſhall the fowls of the air eat *. 
This was a dear bought vineyard to him in the end | The 
curſe of God followed him and all his family thro' every _ 
part of the kingdom. This prophecy was fulfilled on 
himſelf. He died fighting againſt the Syrians,--- And 
the blood ran out of the wound into the midjt of the chariot. 
And one waſhed the chariot in the pool of Samaria, and the 
| dogs licked up bis blood, amen to the word of the Lord — 


= It wWas fulfilled « on his: ſon and ſucceſſor 3 in the throne, 
= Ahaziah, who died by a fall---through a latteſs in his 
upper chambert.---His brother Jehoram alſo, who ſuc- 
ceeded him, was killed by Jehu. And Febu drew a bow | 
with his full trength, and ſmote Fehoram between his arms, 
and the arrow went out at his heart,---Then ſaid Jehu ts 
Biadtar his captain, take up, and caſt him in the portion of : 
the field of Naboth the Fezreelite: for remember, how that 
when TI and thou rode together after Abab his father, the 
Lon p laid this burden upon him. Surely, I have ſeen yeſ= 
terday the blood of Naboth, and the blood of his ſons, ſaid 
| the Lorp, and I will requite thee in this plat ſaith the 
 LorD. Now therefore take and caf? him into the Plat of 8 


: gourd, according to the word of the LORD Low 


95 This prophecy was literally fulfilled on Jezebel. 5 4 


Jehu ſaid, Throw her down. So they threw her down ; 


and ſome of her blood was ſprinkled on the wall, and on 
the hor ſes : and he trode her under foot. And they went 
to bury Der but they * no more of ter than the feull, | 


aud 
5 u. 21, 23, 24. n F chan, 22, 35, 3%, 
P ii Kings, „ 2. | 8 chap. 9, 2426. * 
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and the feet and the palms of her hands. And when they 
told the King of it,---He ſaid, this is the word of the 
Lok, which he ſpake by his ſervant Elijah the Tiſpbite, 
: ſaying, In the portion of Fexreel ſhall dogs eat the fleſh of 
Fezebel: And the carcaſe of Fezebel ſhall be as dung 


upon the face of the field, in the portion of Fexreel, ſo that 
hg Kant not ſay, This i 15 Jezebel x. * 8 


The priefts of Ahab, and their young wallets e 
in the common deſtruction of the family. This wick- 
ed king had ſeventy ſons, brought up in Samaria, under 5 

the care of his nobles. The time was now changed: - 
there was a new king and miniſtry; and Vx e the 

friends and relations 2 Ahab, who had diſpleaſed both - 
God and men, could expect no favor. Jehu wrote a let- 

ter to the nobles of Samaria, requeſting them to bchead 

the young princes. And it came to paſs when the letter came 

to them, that they tool the king's ſons, and flew ſeventy per- 

Pons, and put their heads in baſkets, and ſent him them 25 
to Fexreel. So Jehu flew all that remained of the houſe 

of Ahab in Jezreel, and all his great men (among whom 
his nefarious miniſters may be included), and his K- nsfolks, 
and his priefts, until he left none remaining t. Thus 
we have ſeen the nature, deſign and conſequences of this 
_ trreligicus fa i/t, in many particulars. From the caſe of 
Ahab and his queen, we may fee that the triumphing - 
_ the wicked is ſhort indeed! Let this be a warning to every 
; denomination of pools againſt hypocrify.. 


5 8 ii i Kings, 9, 335 35—37. 4 il Kings, 10, 7, 11. 


* 


D REFLECTIONS. 


U 


( 26 ) 


REFLECTIONS. 


* We ſee from what has been ſaid of Ahab this 
evening, that his wickedneſs was great both towards 
God Nr men. He mounted the hoon in a land, where 
the worſhip of JEHovan was eſtabliſhed according to 

the law which he had given to Moſes : and yet had the 

effrontery in a public manner to countenance, and wor- 

ſhip idols.---He reared up an altar fer Baal, in the houſe 
of Baal, which he had built i in Samaria.--- And did more 
| to provoke the Lord God of Iſrael to anger, than all the 
tings of Iſrael that were before him*, His conduct in 
this and other particulars, may ſerve to put us in mind 
of the e reign and ee of 8 the Second. 


. Tie rom what has been mid, we ſce the bi of 
| Jezebel, i in pretending ſo much regard for the true God, 
as to be ſorry that his name was blaſphemed. We 

may ſuppoſe, and perhaps without any breach of truth 
afſert, that the miniſtry then might blaſpheme in the 
royal preſence with impunity. She oppoſed with all her 
might the true religion and the promoters of it f. It 

ſeems, there were only two forts of ſin puniſhed with 
death in this reign; viz. worſhipping the living God 
; accerding to his "ward , and oppoſing the curſed doc 


trine 3 paſſi ve ovedience and non=reſi/tance F. Such as 


were Fuer of theſe crimes had no mercy. 


*. That hypocrites = detcſted both by God and men, 


me'y 


* f Kings, 16, 2 » 33. 4 V. 4. 


7 i Kings, 18, 13. | : K chap. 27, 8 
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5 pe nor power to execute his father's wicked Purpofes 


%% ! 
may be ſeen by Heaven and Earth's combining to puniſh 
the execrable family of Ahab. Their hypocritical faſt an- 


ſwered but a poor purpoſe to the crown ! It is true, that 
Jezebel by this, made good her promiſe to the king ;--but 


the dogs ate her Hb for it afterwards. His majeſty took 


poſſeſſion of the vineyard); but his triumph was very 


fart! Soon after the dogs licked his blood, in the place 
Were e they had licked the blood fo Naboth before. 


4. Froh what has een 2 Tvanced, we oe 1 the cru- 


eliy of kings and their miniſters towards their fellow- 
creatures Is, very diſple aling to God. Read the ſcrip- | 


tural account of deſpotic kings and their ſervants. ---Con- 


ſider their attempts to epprefe and impoſe taxes on their 
ſubjects, contrary to juſtice and found. policy and 
forget not their puniſhment*, Attend to the hiſtory of 


vour own country, and reflect on the judgments which 
befell its wicked kings and their poſterity. You know 


* 


4240 


How England fmarted for the inh YUNNAN maſfacre of the 


anes :---that: they v ere the firſt who made this nation 


pa y land- tabled 1 that they g: ave ſeveral kings to your 
anceſtors. Did the unpara alleled crue'ty of Edward the 
a Vi, towards the Canòbrians and Caledonians, pleaſe God? 


God gave him a foo! for his ſon, Who had neither | 


But whilſt you are enlarging on theſe hints in your 


LENT 


this occaſion nN :---NOW the Lord appeared for the 74 


mind, remember the tide Which PROVID ENCE pale on 


treſſed. Behold, in proceſs of time the Ancient Britons 
gave a king to the E ngliſh. This, with the bleflings 


Re upon it, afforded them ſome conſolation for 


che; geir pair ſuſterings. Afterwards the $cits followed 


2 2 . their 


* chap. 12, 1224, 
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their example, 804 now thought proper to give 


them alſo ſome compenſation, for the hardſhips which 


they had endured from their old enemies; by putting 


it in their power to give a SCOURGE to thcir oppreſſors. 
Britain has reaſon to remember the Stuarts; for they 
have been a curſe to the whole Iſland as long as any of 
them were ſuffered to reign over it. But the Lord who 
who had been exccuting judgment for the opprefjed * on 
this nation for many years, has ſince been very indul- 
gent to us, by the acceſſion of the preſent ILLUS TRI 
f Os FAMILY to the throne. The friends of civil li- 
beriy will with pleaſure remember and repeat che glorious 
deeds of che GEORGESs to the riſing generations, as long 
as they can read and ſpeak Engliſh. 'The NAME is im- 
mortal 1 I could with joy exlarge on this pleaſing theme 
but time forbids my doing it now. It is with a ſor- 
rowful heart I proceed to the next particular; however, 
' conformable to cuſtom on this occaſion, and the pee 
tation of my hearers, I muſt do it. 


. 


5. We ſee in our 9077 condition at prefent, the diſmal ef- 
fects of ſin and obſtinacy.. We are near two hundred milli- 
ons in debt, and at war with America, France, Spain and 
Holland; without any ally to help us out of our diſtreſs. 
The proteſtant cauſe muſt ſuffer conſiderably from the 
preſent war; and popery gain in proportion by it. But 
tis is not all; for every part of the nation ſuffers in ſome 
ſhape or other. . Witneſs the diſtreſſes that preſent them- 
ſelves daily to our view in this part of the kingdom, 


This city, was once very reſpectable on ſeveral accounts. 
I have read of it with pleaſure before I had the honor to 


= bo 


* Tan. 146, 7. 
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be one of its inhabitants, The foundation of its greatneſs 


was laid by the policy of Queen ELIZABETH. - And 
the ſuperſtructure was raiſed very high by the prudence, 
carefulneſs and activity of the citizens, with the bleſſings 
of Providence on their labours. Their poor lived better 
before the commencement of this unnatural war, than 


many freeholders do. Their children at ſeven years of | 


age in many inſtances, were able to find themſelves. 
They ſupplied Engliſh America, and a great part of Eu- 


rope with their manufactures. They increaſed in wealth 


Their trade now is ſo far dwindled away, that men of 


prrobity, and once of great property find it very difficult to 
live, The poor by this ſuffer exceedingly! Hundreds of 


them are out of employ. They are obliged to faſt ſe- 
veral times in the week, for vrant of food And to walk 


about like idle perſons, to paſs away the time, becauſe 
they have nothing elſe to do. Theſe are only hints by | 


the way---no tongue can fully deſcribe their wretched _ 
ſituation! 


It is true, hw in chis diſmal ſtate of ie ſome 8 


0 things have been recorded in Rivington's Gazette, 
which are calculated to raiſe the ſpirits of the public. 5 
But be the truth of this as it may, it is a query with the 
ſenſible part of the nation, whether any of the little ad- 
vantages hitherto gained over the Americans, can in the 
end be good news to us? - Thus far, it is certain, they 
have only ſerved to protract our miſery. Wce have tried 


for ſeveral years to kill the Americans, to very little 
purpoſe. Can we. then, think you, expect ns ee 


without a change of meaſures ? Judge of theſe things by 


the event. — 


Let 
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T 30) 
Let us ever remember, that Jehovah is juſt in all his 
ways. And therefore if the Americans are, what mini- 
terial tools repreſent them to be; the Lord will ſeverely 
puniſh them in one way or other. But on the contrary, 
it we wrong and oppreſs the Americans, God will call 
us to an account, and make us ſmart for every drop of 
innocent blood, which we have ſhed in this war. Thus 
it is written in the oracles of truth, N. % ſheddeth man's 


blood, by man ſhall his blood be ſhed*:---And if fo, we have 
abundant reaſon for our own ſakes, for the lake of our 
children and that of our native 3 to cry out, Lord 
5 bave Percy. upon us! Tod 


But 3 things may turn out in this 0 hs 


1 followers of God {ſhall be ſupported under every 
| trial, and ere long be removed from this flu: Auating ſtate 


10 the full ee of their REEDEMER abore, 
Amen. 


2 M 58 


* Gen. 9, 6. 
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